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iH COME all y faithful joyful and

triombhant

Come and behold

come let as adore Hnn

Goo of God Light

Very God begotten not crated
Oh came us Him etc

ciUaeas of above
Glory to God ia the

Oh eoBie tet us adore Him etc

Yea Lord we s et Tw limy

nh kt us adore Him

Oh us Him Christ the LonL

artists and composers have found
in the story of Christmas since

wonderful night when the Star of

Bethlehem cast the first sparkling rays of a new

era over the earth

While such famous hymn writers as John
Chandler William Chatterton Dix Edmund Ham
ilton Sears Nahum Tate Charles Wesley and

Christopher Wordsworth wrote the words for
some of our bestknown Christmas hymns such

composers as Mendelssohn J Barnaby H S
f Irons F Wesdake Conrad Kocher and J Read

ing set them to music and such master artists as
Piglheim Von Bodenhausen Blashfield Bougue

reau La Rolle and Tissot transferred the story to

canvas

Lives of the famous and great artists
are fairly familiar to the world at large yet little
comparatively is known about the men who wrote
some of the bestknown Christmas hymns or that
these hymns inspired some of the4 most famous
works of art

Charles Wesley has lone Man called the Father of Sa-

cred Song and till form an important part of
every hymn book

It was the completeness beauty of the Christinas
symbol in Hark the Herald Angels Sing written away
back In and wet to music by F B Mendoigeohn that
Inspired two notable canvases Nary and the laaint
Jesus from the brash of Von BoOenhaueen and Wise
Men Journeying to Jerusalem by

This hymn has been translated into many tongues and
is used at Christmas by missionaries in many lands its
words ring out in frown Greenland as well as upon the
burning plains of Africa or the sunkissed islands of the
sea

Charles Wesley was particularly fortunate in the mat
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TT came upon the clear

That glorious song of
From near the earth-
y To touch their harps of gold
Peace on the earth to men
y From heavens allgracious King
The world in solemn lay

angels sing

midnight

l

To hear the

Oer all the weary world
Above its sad and lonely plains

They bend on hovering wing
And ever oer its

The blessed angels sing

she cloven skies some fStill
With peaceful swings unfurled

And still their heavenly music floats

y f
w

0 ye beneath lifers crushing load
Whose forms are bending low

Who toil the climbing way
With painful steps and
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tar of parents and ancestors He was the sow f a clergy-

man a of high literary abtttty and a poet of wertfe
His eldest brother was a poet and there been writers
In the Wesley family for several generations

He tofcertted ids rugged character from both Ms mother
and other and from the former he received the training
which him to clothe facts in poetic Imagination

without toeing the truth of his subject
IDs thymus were often suggested by incidents in his

personal history See How Great a Flame Aspires was
written after preaching to the Newcastle colliers and the
imagery of the Gist verse was suggested by the furnace
blasts and burning pit heaps which were scattered over
the district for some tulles around NewcaetleonTyne-
and which illuminated the whole neighborhood

It came upon the midnight clear
That glorious sons of old

This hymn which has ben made the subject of Bkish
fields beautiful canvas Christmas Angete and Belts
Is the Inspired song of Edmund Hamilton Sears an Amer-

ican of UM18H Oliver Wendell Holmes con-

sidered Sears one of the sweetest singers of sacred songs
known to hymnology

Dr Soars was the son of Joseph Sears of Sandisfteld
Berkshire County Mass being born in that town April
6 lilt He studied for the ministry at the theological
sehool Cambridge Mass 1SM18S7

In ins he became master of the First Congregational
Church Unitarian of Wayland Mass in 11 he became
known as an author and in 1866 was appointed associate
editor of a religious magazine published in Boston He
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ob blcsaM mom God comes down that man may rise
i Unto us a is born Lifted Him

Christ is Son of Man that we
God Himself comes from heaven 8orm of God in Him may be

Bing oh this blesaM morn
Christ today is born

God of God and Light of Light
Comes with
Joining in a plan

Sing oh sing eta
Oh renew ra Lord we
With Thy Spirit day by day
That we ever ono
With the Father and with Thee

to earth and God to man Stag oh sing etc
Sing oh sing etc
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Look now for and
Come swiftly on the wing

Oh rost beside the weary road
And hear the angels sing
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held this peeition for tweftv yenrg n eontpHNrted large-
ly to the magazine

hymn t Came U on the iadnht detr was
Inspired in US by hearing one Christmas Kve some Chrtet-

mas music played n n cMmes which he says rang
out true and sweet on the crisp air and Inspired me to
worshipful verse

The tune to which the hymn is generally song was
written by P Westinke in l i although the old tune by
R Storrs Willis composed In 1MI is frequently wed

The origin of that peculiar but beautiful hymn Oh
Come All Ye Faithful to lost In antiquity It Is per
haps from the pen of some German hymn writer of the
seventeenth century but the most genemtty used

Is the owe by William Mercer
There Is oleo another translation by F Oakley which

is well known the music for both translations being by
J Reading who composed the tune In IMi

Rev William Meteor was an Englishman through and
through His hymnal issued in UK containing the

the Psalms and bbl hymns with tunes found its
way int 1060 churches during its first year and there was
a sale of M0sft copies in im and 1SI

A poet himself of no mean ability he had a sympathetic
appreciation of the works of early writers of poetry
Among his beet works were his translations of early Ger
man hymns

Oh Come AH Ye Faithful is one of the best known
and most widely sung at Christmas time Bougueraaus
famous canvas In Bethlehem beautifully Illustrates
this hymn

In IMS H S Irons visited Trinity College England about
one week preceding Christmas and found some of the
students trying a Christmas carol written by Bishop
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I know the myriad signs of life

The shops display the hovels homes

The struggles and the wearying strife
Tlieres food enough for thought wliarel

Look out so near the sky J

Across the chimneytops

The world seems far the silence drear

This holy night when friends draw near

When hands are clasped and homes most dear-

I know it all it once was mine

My thoughts go far as to a shrine

Across the chimneytops
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the herald angels
to the newborn

Peace on earth and mild
God and sinners reconciled

all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim
Christ is born Bethlehem

i Christ by heaven adored
Christ the everlasting Lord

Late in time come
Offspring of the Virgins womb
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To in Davids town this day
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The Saviour Who is Christ the Lord
And this shall be the sign

The heavenly Babe there shall find

To human now displayed-
All meanly wrapt in bands

And in a manger laid

Thus the seraph and forthwith
Appeared a throng

Of praising God who thus
Addressed joyful song

d g g one around

said he for mighty dread
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All glory be to God on high
to earth be

Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men

Begin and never cease
I
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Christopher Wordsworth The lines were beautiful but
the tune to which they were set the composer
Ba offered to set the hymn to retiring to the
MMRnr he Immediately wrote the score for

Stag oh stag this blesses morn
Unto us a child te born

Mr IWNK tune WM used until IM when J Beraebr
Altered It somewhat wtth Mr lions permission The
hymn has Inspired a number of artists to their best ef-

forts sad many beautiful pictures have beeR produced In
illustrating the theme One of the most notable of these
fc The Babe m the Manger by H Havenitn

Bishop Wordsworths works bear the stamp of the
scholar He was of a ttterary family and highly favored
hi his early surroundings His father was master of Trin-
ity College from 1 to IM and was an anther of note
William Wordsworth the poet laureate was hit uncle
being his fathers eldest brother His grandfather John
Wordsworth was a prominent lawyer and his eldest bro-

ther Charles was Bishop of St Andrews Dcnketd and
Dunblane

The hymn writer completed a brilliant university
and won many medals He was chosen a fellow of his
college He wrote a number of wenknown historical and
religious works and was a popular lecturer being a
traveler and a fluent and graphic talker

La Roles famous painting The Nativity Is in il-

lustration of Nahum Tates familiar hymn While Shep-

herds Watched Their Flocks by Night Tate wrote the
verses twelve years before his death in Till

air Tate was born in and was poet laureate to King
Charles II and King James IL He Is best known for the

New Version of the Psalms of David Fitted to the Tunes
Used in Churches which was compiled in collaboration
with N Brady D D chaplain in ordinary

This sanctioned new version soon supplanted the old ver-
sion and is still regarded as the authorized Psalmody of
the Church of England service having been printed for
nearly two centuries with the Book of Common Prayer
Several volumes of poems secular and religious hava
come from the pen of this early hymn writer

William Chatterton Dix who wrote in I860 the famous
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I look across the
citys turmoil lies below

Upon How many hearts tonight
The cheery fire is all aglow
And thoughts that at Christmastide

Float in with me to abide
So near the chimneytops

quid as fades the
The light leaps out to meet the stars
As if perchance their slender bars
Might bridge the space between
For me I need no candles ray

To point a way
Across the chimneytops

chimneytops-
The

i

conic

And sunset

And here and there like mindful saints
The steadfast church spires point above-

I cannot hear though loud the bells
Chime out their tale of peace and love
Still far away sad memories fly

To churchyard fields that lie
Beyond the I

The city gleams fade one by one r

Though Christmas cheer be all below
Sonic thankfulness is due I know
Since through my window smiles the sun
What though its joys forego
Sweet peace that comes at Christmastide

With me may bide
Beneath the chimneytops
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s

Imust

clumney tops
F z

veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the Incarnate Deity
Pleased as Man man to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel I

w
Mild He lays His glory by
Born man no more
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth

the Sun of Righteousness I

Hail the
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Risen with healing in His
Light and to all He bri
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hymn As With Gladness Men of Old for wfff ii
written by Conrad Kocher in 1S38 is generally used
which Piglheiras Star of Bethlehem so beautifully
netrates was among the first hymn writers to prgdtao
Ute medieval style of bymnotagy demanded by the Cbfral
of Bngtaad about JSH

Mr Dtx born Jcae 14 i xa the son of John
of Bristol England who was a surgeon and a man of lob
ten William C Dtx was a practical man of bnshiesu at
well as a peer While composing one of his swestnsj
hymns The MangerThrone he was in Glasgow Salt
hind working in marine insurance otttce

The gutting star seems to be the these of both a M-
iweltknown Christmas hymns One besfew

As with gladness men oM
Did guiding star behold

willie the first two lines of The MaagerThroni use

Like silver hynpe to a distant shrine
The stars are sparkling clear

Mr Dix contributed important hymns to sevenrt
crafty need collections He wrote about twentyOwe m all
including several translations from the Greek

King Edwards Christmas Giving

have often wondered perhaps how a Was remem
his relatives and friends at Christmas for 3

ruler has his circle of personal and intimate
friends just as any one else has Naturally however

gifts made by royalty are more expensive as a rule Char
those exchanged In humbler circles It is said that King
Edward and Queen Alexandra of England spend between
aoUO and 2MOO each year upon their Christmas purchases-

In order to remember their personal friends with a suit-
able souvenir of the season each requires between
and one hundred gifts As these usually take form ol
jewelry the cost Je heavy-

It Is nothing unusual several days or a week before
Christmas to see the King and Queen paying quiet visits te
the stores in Bond and Regent streets London They like
to mingle with the holiday shoppers and to select tlreii
presents just as other persons do

When time and pressing engagements do not permit
this the West End shopkeepers send samples of their goods
to the royal palace and from these the and Queea
make their selections

In choosing Christmas gifts their majesties are always
careful to make each one appropriate to its intended

Jewelry is the Kings most frequent choice
also gives away snuffboxes smokers requisites and walk
ingsticks

With each gift it te the Kings usual custom to send a
little note of greeting instead of a private Christmas card
and needless to say the former hi more valued by the
recipient than the latter would be

This practice is also followed by Queen Alexandra
II addition to jeweled trinkets however a common gill

from the Queen to personal friends is a photograph of some
favorite scene or pet taken by the Queen herself
mounted and framed with the royal monogram A sur
mounted by a crown on the frame

Not only do the royal pair send tokens of remembrance
to relatives and favorite friends at home and abroad nut
they present a Yuletide gift to every member of then
household which is an extensive one

Of course the gifts made dependents are not ns east
ly nor as handsome as those purchased for relatives and
friends but they are carefully chosen

Queen Alexandra often follows the of Queen
Victoria whose habit it was to present dress goods shawls-

e to female members of the royal household King Ed-
ward too sometimes includes pairs of good slippers among
nis Christmas gifts for male servants but cigarette and
cigar cases and pipes are his usual presents to these peo

pleAnd in addition to the members of the royal household
each employe on the Sandringham estate also receives a
Christmas gift from the King This consorts of a large
joint of beef cut from one of his majestys own cattle

Tables heavily laden with the mat are placed in the
stables on Christmas eve and after the meat has been
personally inspected by the King large joints are handed-
to each man fn the several departments front the highest
to the lowest in rotation Only the primmest Joints are
given to the employes the other parts rood meat for all

distributed among the cottagers on the estate
who are not employed by his majesty or who are put
workThen gifts of game are also made to a large number
of persons who in way may have rendered some serv-
ice to his majesty Railway employs offlcJais

label From His the King printed in bold red
letters
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